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have been advanced against Harley, and they show the danger of relying too much on mere biographical relics; we must look rather to his character and policy. By temperament he was the last man in the world to plunge into anything in the nature of a plot, while all his family sympathies and his early training were such as to make him an anti-Jacobite. Again and again he had openly declared to the Elector his zeal for, and his " inviolable attachment" to, the Hanoverian succession.1 His expressions were never more emphatic than in 1714, when Baron Schutz, the Hanoverian Envoy, demanded a Writ of Summons to the House of Lords for the Electoral Prince by virtue of his peerage as Duke of Cambridge. He seized the opportunity to reiterate his attachment to the house of Hanover. Writing to his cousin, Thomas Harley, then English Envoy at Hanover, he said, " I have thus sincerely opened my heart to you, and out of the warmest zeal for the interest of that serene house, I beg you will lay this before His Electoral Highness, to whom with my humblest duty you may give the utmost assurances mortal man is capable of doing. I will do my utmost to calm things here. It is the mutual interest of the Queen and the Elector to have a firm friendship, and that the world should know it so."2 It is impossible
1 E.g. Harley to Elector, Oct. 5-16, 1711, Stowe MS., 224, p. 178.
2 Harley Papers^ iii. 418 (i3th April 1714).